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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Dr. Joseph S. Hiatt, Jr., whose
residence is in Pinehurst, North Carolina. S., initial,
stands for Spurgeon. This interview is being conducted
in Pinehurst, North Carolina on January 2, 1972, Arena interviewing.
Dr. Hiatt may we begin by my asking you, so weIll have some idea
of your own background, where and when you were born?
HIATT:

In

Salem, North Carolina, August 20, 1915.

ARENA:

And do you mind if I ask you what your fatherls occupation was and if he grew up in that same area?

HIATT:

A Methodist minister, raised and held his pastorates ln
that area.

ARENA:

I believe you mentioned something about your being named
after a minister.

HIATT:

Yes, after Charles Haddon Spurgeon the great English
Methodist.

ARENA:

Do you recall about the year of his life, his period?

HIATT:

lId be unable to give exact dates at this moment.
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ARENA:

Would you mind giving a general idea of your formal educational background right up through medical school?

HIATT:

Well, I finished high school in a small town in Piedmont,
North Carolina, a town of Statesville, N.C., and six days
after I finished high school I entered Duke University as
an undergraduate to begin my premedical course. This was in 1932.
I finished undergraduate school at Duke [University] in 1936 and I
entered medical school in the fall of 1936, enrolling in the graduating class of medicine of 1940 but taking a three and a half year
course I finished the requirements for the M.D. [Doctor of Medicine]
degree in December 1939.

ARENA:

So, correct me if I'm wrong, as I see this, you were on
the Duke campus although not a member of the law school,
of course, but you were on the Duke campus either undergraduate or graduate in medical school during the entire period of
President Nixon's attendance at the law school, which was between
1934 and 1937. That was his period, so your presence corresponds
exactly with that.
HIATT:

Yes.
I was actually on the Duke campus ten years, 1932 to
1942, at which time I entered the United states Army Medical Corps.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you why there was such a brief period
from the time you finished high school to the time you
entered undergraduate college? Had you taken some posthigh school courses or something?

HIATT:

No.
I just couldn't wait to get to Duke and get started
to be a physician.

ARENA:

How was it that you did pick Duke if I may ask?

HIATT:

Well, for one thing it was a Methodist school and being
from a Methodist family, it was the school of my choice.

ARENA:

Had your father attended by any chance, or any members of
your family before?

HIATT:

No, no members of my family attended Duke.
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ARENA:

Would you give a general picture and then we can go into
detail later about your face to fact contact over the
years from the beginning right up to the present time with
President Nixon? And again, donUt worry about stopping to explain
each meeting with him. Just give an overall picture and then depending on the time we have, weull go into each one of these in
detail. First, a general picture of your face to face contact
with the president over the years.
HIATT:

Well, my contacts would be those of casual conversations,
not an intimate friend.
But Duke being not a large student body at that time, you had to observe who was in
school there, and certainly I think there was an excellent relationship between the law school and the medical school students
and we interchanged conversations frequently.

ARENA:

In addition to that, if I'm not mistaken, did it come up
in our first meeting the other day that there is a closeness through marriage bond between your family and law
school buddies of the President.

HIATT:

Right, particularly Moon Mullen.

ARENA:

And Moon, of course, is a nickname for James Mullen whom
I've had the pleasure of interviewing a few days ago, now
in Gastonia, North Carolina. Was there a period of meeting with the president beyond this immediate law school days of
his? For example, were there any alumni meetings which would include
law school plus other graduates where you might have had contact
with him or any occasion, possibly your passing through Washington,
D.C.?
HIATT:

No, I've been totally unsuccessful in an effort to establish re-establish any personal communication since he left
the Duke campus.

ARENA:

So the last time you saw him in any way directly was during that period to 1937 when he graduated?

HIATT:

Right. As president of the Duke Medical Alumni, I have
been extremely interested in seeing if he could attend
one of our reunions and be our guest speaker, but this
never came to pass.
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ARENA:

Would you know roughly offhand how large your Medical
Alumni is, Dr. Hiatt? As far as a general estimate of
the overall number of students who have graduated from
the medical school, you would put it at what figure?

HIATT:

Around 2600.

ARENA:

And while you were a student, about how many? And by your
period, I mean the 1930's, the same as the President.
About how many graduates per year did you have?

HIATT:

Well, I think our class was typical for several years
there. Sixty medical students were admitted with the idea
that there would be six, eight or maybe ten who would not
So the average graduating class would be somewhere around

finish.
fifty.
ARENA:

And today's number that graduates per year?

HIATT:

Well over one hundred. The supposed capacity this year of
being able to graduate 120 students.

ARENA:

And although you were a medical student, in addition to
having this opportunity to meet with the President through
some of his friends, as I say now there is actually a
marriage bond. Did you have other opportunities of mingling with
the law students and what would these be, during that time that
you were both an undergraduate student and a medical student and
the President was there too, 1934 through 1937?
HIATT:

Well, one of the areas would certainly be in the dining
hall--a dining hall at Duke University--in which dining
hall we had two tables designated specifically. One
table was designated as "shysters" for the law students and the
second table was designated as "quack- for the medical students.

ARENA:

HIATT:

Was this written in any formal way or was this strictly
the nickname of the students? Was there a sign to that
effect anywhere?

No, this was a place where you knew if you sat at this
table, you'd be among a bunch of law students, if you
were an invited guest as a medical student or if you sat
next to this, you would be in your own family with the rest of the
"quacks."
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ARENA:

Was there ever any integration between the law students
and the medical students? Was it common, I'll say, or
uncommon for a law student to be at the "shyster" table
and vice versa?

HIATT:

Oh, no. There was perfect intermingling, the two professions both admirable of each other.

ARENA:

In addition to meeting the President casually on this
occasion, the dining hall on the campus, did you ever
have the opportunity to eat with him off campus?

HIATT:

No, I did not.

ARENA:

But you did know there was that practice, that there were
some private homes in that area where students would get
in the cars . . .

Oh, yes, we did that famously during undergraduate school,
until we found that we didn't have time when we got to
medical school to go to our favorite boarding house or
restaurant, where you could get a reduced price for the driver who
carried five or six in a one-seated car.

HIATT:

ARENA:

You do recall that taking place.

HIATT:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if the medical school was being
promoted, upgraded if you will, very conscientiously as
was the law school? I understand through speaking with
other students and professors of that period there was a special
drive being made to get top faculty to the law school and top students from around the country. The law school had, therefore, a
particularly cosmopolitan makeup and many of the students, if not
all, were on scholarships. That was one of the means of getting
top students from allover the country.
I was just wondering if
that sort of thing was taking place with the other graduate schools
as well including your medical school?
HIATT:

Yes, we were well aware of this, particularly when you look
at members of the law school and saw what wide representative areas they carne from.
In my own class at medical
school we carne near to having most of the states represented, and
the Philippine Islands were represented.
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ARENA:

Was there a particularly luminous name heading the medical
school at that time as well as faculty that comes to mind
now?

HIATT:

Wilburt C. Davison, of which I have the honor of being the
president of the Davison Club.

ARENA:

Would you mind briefly summarizing his origin and his area
of specialization and how long he remained as head of the
medical school?

HIATT:

Dr. Davison came to Duke and organized the medical school
which opened in 1930 and graduated the first class in 1932.
Dr. Davison came from Johns Hopkins [University] at the
age of 35. He is still alive, in not too good health, but still
very acute mentally and still performs many Duke Foundation and Duke
Medical School duties. He came there after a bit of very famous
wartime career in World War I, in which he was sent into Russia to
do certain medical investigations and the name was great when all
of us hit Duke Medical School.
ARENA:

You were aware then as you were going to Duke Medical
School that this attempt to make the graduate school of
medicine a top graduate school, you were aware that that
was going on? You didn't attend Duke just to attend Duke,
in other words?

HIATT:

NO. One thing that impressed me was the number of boys
that came from Davidson College, a very wonderful school,
and John Mack Holland in law school, among others, and
many in our classes who came from Davidson with excellent preparation.
ARENA:

Would there be a connection between Davidson College and
this Dr. Davison?

HIATT:

No.

ARENA:

Just a coincidence.

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

In addition to knowing, as we mentioned, people like James
Mullen, a contemporary law student of the President, I
believe we mentioned also off the tape that you knew some
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of the faculty, and I would like to read an excerpt from the Pres identOs own writings referring to some of his faculty and ask you
to comment on it as you see fit. And this is taken from the President's book Six Crises. This is the paperback edition and on page
319 he refers to his Duke Law School period and I will just read
some excerpts:
"To the extent that the study of law disciplines
the mind it can be most helpful in politics as well as in other
fields.
But as a lawyer I should add a caveat at this point: lawyers tend to be 'nit-pickers'. Too often, when confronted with a
problem, they approach it from the standpoint of 'how not to do it'
rather than 'how to do it'. Lawyers in politics need non-lawyers
around them to keep them from being too legalistic, too unimaginative.
Looking back on my own years in law school (at Duke University in
Durham, North Carolina), the most valuable course I had from the
standpoint of preparing for political life was one in jurisprudence,
the philosophy of law, from Dr. Lon Fuller, now at Harvard, and
during the '60 campaign the head of my Scholars' Committee.
It was
not a required course for the degree. But it would be, in my
opinion, an essential course for any law student who was planning
to enter public life." That is just one quote. What I am going
to ask you obviously is: Do you have any personal recollection of
Professor Fuller and any other professors who had President Nixon
as a student as far as you know? Whatever you do recall about
them.
HIATT:

There was a very famous man, Judge [Thaddeus D.] Bryson
on the faculty of Duke Medical School.

ARENA:

And you knew this gentleman personally?

HIATT:

Right. And Judge Bryson we depended more on for our
medical-legal information. We had rather limited informative courses on it then in medical school.
It's been
broadened and more of Duke Law faculty teach medical students
medical-legal courses. We had very informal education on that
situation in my time, but we were always free to go to Judge Bryson
and ask him any questions.
I would say that the Duke Law School
faculty was rather limited in number and that it was rather an
intimate relationship between professors and students. The student
body was small enough and the faculty group was large enough to
maintain a very, very close personal relationship, not only in informative matters but friendships too.
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ARENA:

Were there other professors of this period with whom you
had similar situations, whom you would also comment on, and
I might remind you of some of the names besides Professor
Fuller? There were Professors LOW N DES. Did you happen to
know him personally, who is now deceased I understand.
HIATT:

Known only by reputation, but he must have been a very
profound teacher and student from all we knew about him.

ARENA:

Did you happen to know his son who is now practicing law
in Charlotte?

HIATT:

No.

ARENA:

Would you also recall meeting the other son of Dean Horack,
on a personal level, this would be Benjamin S. [Horack]?

HIATT:

I met him but only casual conversation.

ARENA:

Do you recall anything about the sleeping accommodations
of the legal students, namely one, President Nixon, in
particular.

HIATT:

I don't remember the names and occupants but we had some
wooden cabins located across from Duke School of Nursing
over in the woods, and these cabins were to take care of
the overflow of professional students--medical and legal students.
Occupancy of the cabins changed rather rapidly.
I could name many
medical students who lived there one time or other but I wouldnOt
be able to recall any permanent roster of law students, but they
were there.
ARENA:

Do you think these cabins might still be in existence?

HIATT:

No, they have now been destroyed and the area which they
occupied is the Duke hospital parking lot.

ARENA:

Do you recall how many students occupied the ordinary
cabin?

HIATT:

I don't remember the exact number. There were usually more
students than there were accommodations. The cabins were
quite famous in many ways.
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ARENA:

Do you recall ever attending any social affairs, either
on or off campus, in which you saw the President as well?

HIATT:

I recall none.

ARENA:

But you do recall that social affairs were held at that
time?

HIATT:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

Would you describe some that corne to mind? What was social
life like weill say for the average student, whether the
President attended that particular one or not? What do
you recall in the way of some of the .

Well, certainly law school and medical school had their own
gatherings and parties. A group would go to Josh
Barbecue on Saturday night or have a party over at the
cabin. And the formal affairs were, at least for medical school,
medical school dances.
HIATT:

ARENA:

The dances give the indication that these were coed social
affairs. Were the· others as well?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

There were girls available?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

And what were the origins of the girls? Were they coeds-girls from the city the fellows met on and off campus, for
example?

HIATT:

Right. The student nursing body, the East Campus coeds
and various friends in town.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the coeds themselves were as cosmopolitan a group as were the fellows?

HIATT:

Indeed they were, from allover the country.

ARENA:

I believe you were showing me a yearbook.
a yearbook of your own graduation?

Would this be
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HIATT:

Yes, this would be undergraduate school only. We do not
include the law school or the medical school in the undergraduate publication.

ARENA:

And the year of that to refresh my memory?

HIATT:

Well, the one I showed you was 1936, the year in which I
graduated.

ARENA:

1936, and it so happened I believe you had a picture of
a gentleman there who was a contemporary law student of
the President?

HIATT:

Yes. This picture on page 61 of the Duke Chanticleer, the
yearbook of the undergraduate school for Duke University,
1936, contains the picture of Fred Cady from Syracuse,
New York. Fred Cady was a cripple from polio and suffered the loss
of the use of both lower extremities and walked about the campus
using a cane-crutch type support and literally walking by means of
upper extremities, swinging the lower. And one thing that I am
sure none of us will ever forget. We had to pass by the law school
on the way to medical school each morning and there was one gentleman who carried Fred from the sidewalk up the stairs to the law
school, and the man who most often did this was Richard Nixon.
ARENA:

Is there any possibility of your knowing if he was a
roommate of President Nixon?

HIATT:

No, I do not know.

ARENA:

It would almost appear that possibly there was an understanding beforehand, if you invariably saw the President
doing it, there was an understanding that he would meet
him or be sure to be there at that time.

HIATT:

There may well have been.

ARENA:

Now you did know, or did you, Mr. Fred Cady through the
undergraduate years personally?

HIATT:

Yes, I knew him well.
did.

ARENA:

And, therefore, you knew him all the way through that
four years?

He entered college the same year I

-11-

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

Would you mind reading the little biographical items
that are mentioned under his name?

HIATT:

His bibliography is listed as "Fred Cady, Syracuse, New
York, law student. His undergraduate achievements were
Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity, the Columbia Literary Society
of which he was Vice President his sophomore year, Treasurer his
third year. He was on the staff of the Duke undergraduate paper,
The Chronicle, his first and second years at Duke. He was on the
YMCA [Young Men's Christian Association] Cabinet his third year.
He was on the Debate Team and the Debate Council. He was on the
Junior Council and made grades which maintained him on the Dean's
list."
ARENA:

And that reference to him as law, that means pre-law?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

This is his picture graduating from undergraduate college.
Just to make sure also, it is my understanding too that
he is now deceased.

HIATT:

Yes, it appeared in the Duke Alumni Register just a few
months ago that Fred Cady had died.

ARENA:

What was the cause given of death?

HIATT:

No cause given.

ARENA:

Do you happen to know if he maintained any correspondence
or contact with the President in view of this unusually
personal situation?

HIATT:

I don't see how he could have escaped it with what was
done by Richard Nixon for him when he was a law student.
I don't see how a man would ever forget that.

ARENA:

Do you yourself recall any discussions with Mr. Cady during this period when the President was lifting him up the
stairs and subsequently regarding that relationship?
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HIATT:

Not at all.
His disability was never discussed with him.
He never made mention and we never referred to it, but he
was certainly one of my first observations as to what rehabilitation at that time could do for one befallen with polio.
And he was certainly admired by all Duke students for his grit and
determination in going on to a professional school.
ARENA:

Do you recall where he had established his residence
he graduated, any idea we'll say where he was living at
the time of his death?

HIATT:

I believe it was in Syracuse.
I could refer to the Alumni
Journal and find out exactly, but I think he went back to
his hometown to practice law.

ARENA:

Fine. Are there any other students along those lines who
were intimate with the President that you can think of or
where you also had intimate contact with them, such as
Mr. Cady, whom you had known for those four years prior to law as
well as after law?
HIATT:

Well, one of my undergraduate classmates and fraternity
brothers, who is now Treasurer of Duke University, Rufus
Heflin Powell, III, was in law school two of the years in
which Nixon was there, and he has long been with the FBI [Federal
Bureau of Investigation] and returned to Duke as Treasurer of the
university.
ARENA:

Is that his status now? Thank you. Any other names like
that?
I'm thinking of a name that sounds very familiar
to me, Arena.

HIATT:

Well, the first graduate of Duke Medical School, because
his name started with an A, Dr. J. M. Arena.

ARENA:

And that J is not just an initial.

HIATT:

Yes, Jay. And 1 1 m sure Dr. Arena must have known Mr. Nixon
very well.

ARENA:

And you knew Dr. Arena personally as well. What can you
say about his background and your contact--by background
I mean before his college days, before his medical days,
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and his period during college and his period subsequent to that.
What I have in mind about a question such as this, since there is
every indication that the President and Dr. Arena did know one
another, this would help to give information about the type of
persons the President, so to speak, palled around. with.
BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
ARENA:

We were just asking about his knowledge of someone who
knew the President during the law school period, Dr. Jay
Arena.

HIATT:

Dr. Arena became professor of Pediatrics at Duke, was one
of our favorite teachers, most friendly, most informative.
Dr. Arena was a major author in Dean Davison's famous
pediatric book called The Compleat Pediatrician, which has been
revised many times with Dr. Arena doing the revising. Dr. Arena
started the Poison Control Centers in the United States and has
just written a very practical book on Practical Pediatrics for the
Average Parents. This contains much information in regards to
avoidance of injuries and children getting ahold of poisons--period.
Dr. Arena is now President of the American Academy of Pediatrics
and has become the head of the Duke Medical Alumni Office.
ARENA:

Is he a native of these parts?

HIATT:

Dr. Arena came to Duke University from West Virginia.

ARENA:

Am I correct in assuming that you and he are intimate
acquaintances?

HIATT:

Very much so. He is one of the great characters in
medicine and one of the finest persons alive as far as
I'm concerned.

ARENA:

Do you know his wife's name, if he has any children, and
if they're married.

HIATT:

Dr. Arena's wife finished in the first nursing school at
Duke University. Her name is Polly [Arena] and they have
eight children.

ARENA:

I won't ask you all their names. But while I'm on that
point, may I ask the same question of you. Your wife's
name, maiden name as well, and whether or not you have any
children?
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HIATT:

My wife was Sarah Elizabeth Rankin from Gastonia, N.D.
who finished Duke undergraduate in 1938, and we have two
boys, Joseph Spurgeon [Hiatt] III, who finished Duke in
1967 and served in Vietnam and now is a student at the University
of Georgia in graduate school.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask what major?

HIATT:

Economics. And the second son is John Robert Hiatt, Duke
undergraduate 1969 and he is now finishing at Southern
Methodist in graduate school, Finances.

ARENA:

In the case of you and your wife, do you mind if I ask if
this was a college or school day romance?

HIATT:

Well, actually it went back to her senior high school
and my college days.

ARENA:

Which leads to this question: Do you know if the President
had any particular dates himself during this period--any
particular consistent or steady date from your own knowledge?

HIATT:

I never had the occasion to see him with any girl.
say, Duke was a small campus and affairs were well
known to any other group.

ARENA:

In other words that would be a good basis for
I see.
saying that very likely he was not going steady with a
girl or it would have been noted by contemporary graduate
students.

HIATT:

Well, I think we knew pretty well from one school to another
what went on.

ARENA:

I believe that off the record we were discussing a rather
serious incident at the time, but now might be humorous
looking back on it. Would you want to recount that--the
dining hall incident involving the President?

HIATT:

As I

Well, we have to assume that the victim was Richard Nixon,
since none of the three of us turned our backs but were
told later. But at the medical table, the quack table,
there were three of us, George J. Baer, M.D., now deceased, nephew
of the famous Johns Hopkins, George Baer, orthopedic surgeon. The

-15-

second medical student involved was Robert Plato Miller, M.D., now
deceased, and yours truly. And we had an extreme dislike for the
center of the uncooked rolls and the best way to avoid having to
eat this was to make them up in little wads and then you had the
pleasure of flipping them in some direction. And if you had nerve
enough, you turned around to see what or who they hit. But it is
said that the gentleman in whose coffee one landed and did a fair
job of splattering at the table next to us, that was the shysters,
was Richard Nixon.
I think we would have to ask him to affirm or
deny this. The other two sharpshooters are not around to help me
out with my story.
ARENA:

What do you recall about the other aspects of life for an
out-of-town graduate student from the standpoint--if you
donOt recall the President personally--what did the outof-town graduate student do, say, for his religious needs or his
traveling to home needs or his opportunity for work in order to
keep himself in college? Again if you recall in particular President Nixon, but if not maybe you could draw from your overall knowledge of other persons such as Mr. Cady, for example. What was life
like at Duke and the community of Durham [North Carolina] for the
out-of-town graduate student.
1 0 m thinking of cases like the summers
and Christmas holidays. Did they invariably all go home, in a case
where a person had to go all the way across the continent? Anything
that comes to mind about that aspect of the life would be very
helpful.
HIATT:

Well, there was very little to be offered in the
extracurricular activities during holiday season
were stranded on campus. During school sessions
school there were always planned affairs for the
body.

way of
when you
and summer
student

ARENA:

If 1 1 m not mistaken, your residency was in the vicinity of
Duke itself, your family residency. Did I understand you
correctly to say that you were from North Carolina at the
time you were attending college?

HIATT:

Yes, we always lived within a reasonable drive from Durham.

ARENA:

1 1 m wondering if you stayed on campus except during the
holidays yourself.
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HIATT:

No, I stayed there during summer school though taking
additional courses, but I never had the misfortune to
be hung during the holiday season.

ARENA:

You could always get home when you wanted to?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

Did you ever invite any students home?

HIATT:

Yes, on many occasions but they were some of the medical
clan, some of whom would have been stranded if I hadn't
taken them home with me.

ARENA:

Do you happen to know if any of the medical students,
those in particular whom you might know--I beg your pardon,
mainly the law students, if any of the law students ever
invited the President during this period to his home; one, would
you know for sure and two, would you estimate what the answer would
be to that question?
HIATT:

Not that I know of.

ARENA:

You don't recall any of your friends from this area saying
whether or not they invited the President home?

HIATT:

Not to my knowledge.

ARENA:

At that time.
I believe we were mentioning again off tape
and I would like to bring it up so that it would be a reminder to anyone who would like to look into this about
the possibility of the PresidentOs mother having taught in this
area. Would you mind saying what you were thinking about, realizing
this is conjecture, but you were thinking about this and we can have
it from firsthand information.

HIATT:

Well, I bring up the question whether I am confused on the
issue and would like this cleared for my own information,
but for some reason or other it haunts me that his mother,
Mrs. [Hannah Milhous] Nixon, Richard Nixon's mother, presumably
taught school in Greensborough [North Carolina] for a year.
ARENA:

The person who brought this knowledge to your best recollection would be whom? The person who made you think about
this possibility. You can't tell where you heard that?
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HIATT:

It come up as a result of a discussion with a group of
physicians in a medical meeting.
I remember the meeting
but I can't remember who said it--who brought up the
question.

ARENA:

And I believe you were saying that Greensborough
munity where the Friends have a church.

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

Would you say that that's the most prominent Friends community in this immediate area?

HIATT:

Well, that's the stronghold of North Carolina.

ARENA:

Of the whole state?

HIATT:

Guilford County, which larger towns are Greensborough and
Highpoint and Davidson County in Winston Salem, which is
in Forsythe County.
I have many relatives in that area
who are Quakers.

ARENA:

Thank you.

HIATT:

Right.

1S

a com-

And these are relatives as well?

ARENA:

You would not have any absolute knowledge but it would be
worth looking into that the President attended religious
services in Greensborough. How much of a ride and think
back to that period, think back of the conditions of the roads and
so forth, how much of a ride would it have been, say, from the law
school campus to Greensborough.
HIATT:

It was very easy to get transportation, to find someone
going to Greensborough for the weekend who had a car.
There was no difficulty in getting transportation.
It
was about an hour and a half from Durham and no trouble
at all.

ARENA:

And there is the possibility that one of the PresidentDs
brothers might have attended school there.
Did you mention
that there is a prep or a secondary level school there?

HIATT:

Four-year college--Guilford.
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ARENA:

And it is only a college, that is there is not a . .

HIATT:

No graduate school.

ARENA:

Or secondary level?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

It's strictly a college. Do you have an idea of the number of students attending that school and is it coed?

HIATT:

It is coed and it has enlarged remarkably in the last few
years.
I don't know what the student body would be,
probably three thousand.

ARENA:

Do you have any idea as to how old the school and the
Quaker community is in general from your own guess?

HIATT:

No.

As old as the history of North Carolina.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you can think of any problems
in the sense of religious disputes or controversy that
might have taken place between Quakers and other religious
groups around the time the President was attending Duke? Is there
anything that comes to mind from your own personal experience?
HIATT:

None whatever. The Quakers were greatly admired. The
Dean of the Divinity School at that time was a Quaker.

ARENA:

Would you mind giving his complete name. And when you say
the Divinity School, you're talking about the Divinity
School of Duke University.

HIATT:

Duke Divinity School and Theological Seminary, Dr. Elbert
Russell.

ARENA:

Would you happen to have any personal knowledge that the
President met Dr. Russell during this period?

HIATT:

He surely must have.
the Quakers.

ARENA:

And when you say he held special services, would that be
on the campus?

Dr. Russell held special services for
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HIATT:

On the campus.

ARENA:

Any idea as to whether he published--any certain knowledge? I am sure it is possible, a person with that
background being on campus and so forth. As a matter of
fact do you know if he published anything?

HIATT:

Dr. Russell has been the author of many articles and books.
I am not familiar with anything specific as to who would
have attended his services.

ARENA:

Did he ever give the invocation at any affair, any alumni
or any affairs where you were a participant?

HIATT:

Yes, he did.

ARENA:

And would you describe him from your experience?

HIATT:

He was a very mild mannered gentleman in all respects.

ARENA:

Can you think of his origins?
Carolinian, for example?

HIATT:

I don't remember.

ARENA:

Again possibly looking through Who's Who as well as looking
through your own alumni records, we could get that information.

HIATT:

We all had the opportunity to hear him preach often in
the Duke University chapel.

Was he a native North

ARENA:

Do you recall his manner of delivery, his subjects and
possibly his stand regarding World War II as well as World
War I? Do you recall anything in particular, the issue
coming up, any issue against him, or there being any particular
publicity about his being a Quaker who traditionally, of course,
are pacifists? Do you recall that coming up as an issue in any way?
HIATT:

Never.

Never heard any controversy, anything critical.

ARENA:

And as a matter of fact do you know whether Quakers from
this area, such as Greensborough, and you may have your
own relatives in mind here and you need not mention names,
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but whether these Quakers did enter into combat service during
World War II as did the President himself and other Quakers of
that era?
HIATT:

I know several.

ARENA:

Would you say that was common as a matter of fact during
World War II?

HIATT:

Common with our Quakers in this state.

They were patriots.

ARENA:

Is there anything else that I havenOt brought up regarding this Quaker culture or this Quakerism so close to
Durham, and the fact as you mentioned that the head of the
Divinity School was a Quaker.
I assume that Duke then, as now, primarily had Methodist orientation although--and maybe you would clear
this up, being a member of the alumni and so forth--is it considered
officially a Methodist sect school? This can happen as you know
with other religious schools in the country.
HIATT:

I think it would still have to be under the same cloak.
The gown is enlarged, the more broad-minded atmosphere,
cosmopolitan, freedom of worship, freedom of religion.
I don't think the designation means the same thing now as it did
twenty-five or thirty years ago. But it still is affiliated with
the Methodist Church.
It is still Methodist sponsored.

ARENA:

Would you happen to know if the Friends--I'm going back
between the words Friends and Quakers. There are those
Friends who actually object to the use, and you probably
know, of the term Quaker, whereas there are those who have no objection at all and they themselves use the term frequently.
So if
I go back and forth, it's because I have both Friends in mind. But
you know when I say Friend I mean Quaker and when I say Quaker I
mean Friend. Would you happen to know if the Friends who make up
the Greensborough area have what are called the pastor approach?
And not all Friends--I think you might be aware of this--not all
Friends believe in having pastors. Would you happen to know about
this particular area in Greensborough? Do they actually have a
pastor at the Friends Church?
HIATT:

As far as I know they practically all do.
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ARENA:

That is the case with the President's own area in East
Whittier and, as you might know, he is still a member of
the East Whittier Friends Church, which was his church
during his youth and entire life as a matter of fact, and where
both his parents were members as well.
Let me ask you this too
to be perfectly blunt and clear up if there is any misunderstanding
in anyone's mind as regards your own relatives who are Quakers. As
far as you know has there ever been any ill feeling or any--I won't
say persecution--any snubbing on the part of those relatives of
yours who are not Quakers? Have you ever experienced anything like
that?
HIATT:

No.

ARENA:

Or have they ever complained to you along those lines?

HIATT:

None whatsoever.

ARENA:

Are there occasions where you meet with them, say, on a
family reunion basis and see them and has anything like
that come up under these circumstances?

HIATT:

No, no.

ARENA:

Would you say that at Greensborough, the Yearly Meeting
which I understand is one of the basis for administrative
organization of the Friends Church, that the main Yearly
Meetings do take place there and would it just be North Carolina,
or does Greensborough take in more of a congregation than the one
state, as in the case of California? It's mainly the state of
California that's the seat of the Yearly Meeting, which is the administrative end of it and it does meet in Whittier, which is the
center of the Friends Church in California.
I was just wondering
if Greensborough has that relative position as far as you know?
HIATT:

ARENA:

It does for this state as far as I know, yes.

Is there any question or point that I have not raised at
this time concerning your recollections of the era when
the President was attending the law school? Anything
that I have not brought up that you think should be mentioned at
this point?
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HIATT:

No, I think again referring to the idea that you look back
on people in professional schools--the School of Divinity,
Law School, Medical School--you look back on their characteristics as you observe them on campus, particularly when they
rise to great fame or have accomplished great good or become superior in their own field. And I think one thing, thinking back
on this law student who was on campus, he may have observed me as
I observed him, not by name but maybe by picture you could recollect
certain things. My recollection of Mr. ,Nixon was very serious expression, very serious minded and I don't ever remember seeing him
on campus without a load of texts. He always had some textbooks.

ARENA:

Do you recall that he would invariably be dressed with a
coat and tie?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

Concerning the mentioning of fraternities, do you happen
to know if he was a member, aside from the honorary one,
the legal honorary one, the Order of the Coif? Would you
happen to know if he belonged to any of the fraternities of the
Duke University?
HIATT:

No, they are for undergraduates only. We had medical school
fraternities, but I don't think the law school had anything
except this one Order.

ARENA:

Were there any joint university reunions, and by reunions
1 1 m thinking of unions held during that time, not after
graduation, in which the entire student body would be
together, undergraduates as well as graduates?

HIATT:

Well, at the graduation exercises each year, the general
Alumni Reunion which all professional schools have, all
those who had ever attended Duke University were invited
to return.

ARENA:

I believe I might have asked this question before but I
want to be sure that I have. Do you recollect meeting
the President's mother [Hannah Milhous Nixon] and grandmother [Almira Burdg Milhous] who came specifically from Whittier
to attend the commencement exercises of his graduation?
HIATT:

I do not.
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ARENA:

Do you recall that during any of these annual affairs or
any other affairs where all of the students and faculty
got together as one single community, do you recall the
names of the speakers? 1 1m wondering if there were any particular
speakers of note, maybe some outstanding political leaders or medical leaders and the President would likely have been in that audience and have heard him or anything like that, bearing in mind his
period was from 134 through 137? Did any outstanding national or
international figure come on campus?
HIATT:

We had many on campus but I would be unable to recall this
particular time.

ARENA:

Without a little more research and so forth.

HIATT:

Right, right.

ARENA:

I recall, and I donlt know if it happened to be you, that
there was a visiting foreign dignitary who was entertained
possibly in the home of the [H. Claude] Horacks also--an
Italian Consul or an Italian official. Does anything like that
come to mind that there was a foreign dignitary who was on campus
and the President met with him?

HIATT:

I do not remember.

ARENA:

Do you remember if you personally ever saw the President
at a social affair smoking or drinking or dancing?

HIATT:

I never saw him at a social affair--period.

ARENA:

And as a matter of fact were all three allowed on the Duke
University at that time? This would be 134 through D37?

HIATT:

No drinking, but dancing and smoking.

ARENA:

Do you recall any circumstance where the President might
have had to take advantage--thinking of your own profession
for a minute--of medical advice or medical attention? Did
he ever attend the infirmary of the medical school or hospital or
anything like that?
HIATT:

I never heard that he did.
to the infirmary.

We had one physician assigned
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ARENA:

Might you recall his name?

HIATT:

Dr. Joseph A. Speed.

ARENA:

Do you know if he's still living?

HIATT:

Heus now dead.

ARENA:

I notice you are looking in your Yearbook. Are these
some events that were taking place around that time and
would you mind just giving the names or refer to some of
the happenings through this general resume that youUre looking at
now in the Yearbook? This would be for the year as you said a
moment ago, 1934.
HIATT:

Well, this would be the Yearbook of 1936.

ARENA:

This would be right in the middle of the PresidentUs period.
And looking at the photos of different events during that
time.

HIATT:

This would be the year when Dr. William P. Few was still
president. And Few is FEW.

ARENA:

And he would be president of the entire university.

HIATT:

President of the university.
I'm sure Mr. Nixon must have
had some conversations with him at some time or other.

ARENA:

Would you mind reading that biographical sketch into the
record?

HIATT:

Well, "Dr. William Preston Few served as president of the
Trinity College in Duke University since 1910. Last December (which would be 1935) Dr. Few celebrated his twentyfifth anniversary as head of the institution. He received his AB
[Bachelor of Arts] degree from Wofford College 1889, AM [Master of
Arts] from Harvard, 1893, Ph.D. [Doctor of Philosophy] from Harvard
1896, LL.D. [Doctor of Laws] from Wofford 1911, from Southwestern
University 1912, Allegheny College in 1915, Syracuse University
1928, Ohio Weslyan [University] 1928, University of North Carolina
1932. His Doctor of Letters degree from Burlingham Southern [University] 1930. In 1933 he was president of Southern Association of
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Colleges and Secondary Schools and for the year 1935-1936 (being
the Yearbook of 1936) he was named President of the Southern University Conference."
ARENA:

Thank you very much.
I wonder as this interview is coming
to an end, if I could ask you some opinion questions?

HIATT:

Right.

ARENA:

Facts are one thing but it is important to get opinions
as well for the historical record. People do have opinions
whether it is 1000 years ago or whether it is thirty years
ago. And the questions I have in mind: Knowing, even though it
was on a casual basis, knowing the President back at that time and
recalling, for example, the experience of his carrying Mr. Cady
up the steps, which would be some specific recollections of it,
what changes or what similarities do you find in this former student who is President today? What I'm asking you to do, which of
course very few people could do, is to think back of your first
recollections of the student in law school and compare him with
the President, mainly with the idea as a personality not as a
political figure but as a personality of today.
HIATI':

Well, I would think back and say that he was a man who
came to Duke to learn and learn all he could. And he went
about it in a very serious nature and apparently has learned.

ARENA:

Is it your experience that the President is one of very
few or is one of a very large number of men who have made
good who belonged to that era, and could you give some
other examples regardless of the profession? His profession, of
course, is politics. But I would like to know what you think
about that overall era and the people who came out of it, not just
law.
HIATT:

Well, there's several of Mr. NixonQs classmates who have
indeed done well, going on to Congress and the Senate
and secured in various judgeships, and there are many in
my era in medical school who are famous in research and famous
professors, both at Duke and other institutions.

ARENA:

Would you mind giving the precise name of the honor that
has been awarded to you by the Medical Alumni of the school
or was it the entire alumni body of Duke University?
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HIATT:

Well, my award which was November 20, 1971, was that of
Distinguished Medical Alumni Award which is given yearly
to outstanding alumni for any significant contribution
they may have made.

ARENA:

Doctor, would you mind stating your particular area of
iNterest in the field of medicine, especially the one
that would be the basis for this award.

HIATT:

Well my specialized training came in internal medicine
and pulmonary diseases.

